	Ilminster Fair Trade Steering Group Meeting 

Thursday 11 February 2016

MINUTES
	

	Present: David Westwood (DW), Mike Fry-Foley (MFF), Natalie Wainwright (NW) Roger Gurner (RG).

	No.
	Item
	Actions

	1

1.1
	Apologies:
Linda Vijeh (LV), Chris Lawrence (CL)
	

	2

2.1
	To accept the Minutes of the previous meeting: 
The minutes were approved and signed as an accurate record.
	

	3

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5
	Matters arising:

The collection pot at the 2015 Christmas Tree Festival took £13.84.  An additional £4.25 was added from the Traidcraft collection pot in Just Things.  This was rounded up to £20 by DW and Wendy and donated to Traidcraft Exchange.
RG still holds £56, which was taken at the raffle during last year's Party on the Park.
DW did not think that the Lemon Tree were continuing to support Fairtrade and would give them notice of their removal from the website.  
DW was yet to follow up with Feast and Tesco's new Community Liaison worker but would do so shortly.  He will also distribute more Fairtrade leaflets, including via SSDC.
MFF would follow up with Emma-Jane, regarding the Party on the Park pitch location ,later in the year.
	DW

MFF

	4.

4.1           

4.2

4.3

4.4
	Update on Plan for Road Signs: 

RG to continue to request an item on a future Town Council agenda, presently a date is proving difficult to secure.  NW has agreed to prepare a briefing note/options paper to bring the item to life.  This will include options for wording, i.e. 'A Fairtrade Town', or 'South Somerset's First Fairtrade Town'.  The signs will not necessarily include the Fairtrade logo.

MFF confirmed that the £100 anticipated donation from the Chamber of Trade had been increased to £250.  CL had previously received a positive reception to an approach to Lady Cameron's Fund and LV had been asked to approach Rotary for a contribution.  It was proposed that an approach be made to Gooch and Housego, since one of the road signs is directly outside their premises.  RG agreed to follow-up.  The community would be a 'backstop' funder.

Assuming there are no Highways, or other restrictions, it was agreed that sponsors would be named on the new signs.

It was agreed that RG would construct a 'mock-up' sign to be photographed in-situ
	NW
RG
RG

	5

5.1

5.2
	Fairtrade Fortnight Plans:
Options for Fairtrade Fortnight (29 February-13 March 2016)  activities were considered.  It was agreed that the Steering Group should act as facilitators, encouraging the community to take ownership of their own activities, i.e. tasters, samples, hosting a Big Breakfast, for example.  NW will produce a proposal/call to action to share.  

A small working party will meet on Tuesday 16th February, at 10am, to progress proposals and commence visits to food outlets.
	

	6

6.1

6.2
	Requirements for Renewing Registration
The Fairtrade Foundation has extended the deadline for renewal to until after Fairtrade Fortnight, following administrative delays on their part.

RG will provide a copy of the previous successful application.  NW agreed to make a start at completing the new form.
	RG/NW

	7

7.1
	Renewal of Public Liability Insurance:

This had previously been arranged through Fairtrade Foundation.  RG has paid for renewal again using this service.  RG will need to be reimbursed.
	RG/CL

	8

8.1
	Treasurer's Report:
There was no financial report from the Treasurer.  


	

	9

9.1

9.2
	Any Other Business:

Natalie had followed up with contacts at The Warehouse Theatre and was awaiting feedback from the bar manager and refreshments coordinator regarding a possible commitment to Fairtrade.
DW would extend the administrative rights to the Ilminster Fairtrade Facebook page to NW.

	NW
DW

	10

10.1

10.2
	Proposed dates for meetings 2016 (Not discussed during the meeting)
All to be held on a Thursday evening, from 18:30, at Ilminster Bowling and Tennis Club, Shudrick Lane Ilminster.

· 19 May;

· 11 August;

· 10 November.
Other 'task and finish' meetings may be convened in line with specific events during the year.  To be advised.

	

	Meeting closed at 8:30pm
	

	Agreed as a fair record. Signed     …………………………    Chair   Dated    ………………..
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